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Quch. x. 4 } "4 Hether after the King and Queen had 
¥/ A/ each of them declared their earnejt 

v Defire of 4 General Reformation of 

the  Afinn f the People of this Nation And the 
Tyitice ait eace for the County of Middle 1eX. 1” Pur- 
" ’ f L . ha l a3 Pry, f Celtons 
(id 6; Cf Laws azvainji d , indalous Sins, 

and particulariy azainit yniawtul Plays and Sports, to be 


P, (- Publifhed, and Afixed in proper publick places ; and 
the Lord Mayor ard Court ot Alderm: on had likewife fet 
out an Order 10 Like purpole; and.bad moreover, upon the Peti- 
tiem af fever al Inbabitanes of the adjacent Pavifhes, fering forth 
the Lewdnels and Debauchery, which bath apparently encreafed, 
the Famulss, the Bloodfhed and Diforders frequently committed 3 
ve continual. Dariger of Rireto the Heufes and Eftates of 
theFair of St. Bartholomew, by rea- 


ans 
poe (tid Inbabitants, a 
fon of Boots of exsraordinary largeneis for Siage-Plays, Mufick, 
rary the Lam, being (0, many Receptacles 
f Dy jons, an { whe reby the Trade of the 


, 
ng 


ry much interrupted ; bad publifhed and 

pated anet 5 1] Order, concerning the [aid Fair, to put. 
r ro iVickednels and. Vice, te prejerve 

9 or the Salety of the In abita us. ind to 

vet Lvdders rhe full enjoyment of heir fr 2 les withont 


r Ob trudlion; And when a happy beginning of a 


| Reformation twas cuevy vigorously profecuied 3 Hiigs 
ther wider all coele Ciréumftances 20 erett Booths of {uch laxge- 
nels, ant for {uch Puro oles as afore(aid, be nos an Abomingble 
i s ind Imp ieiy.azainst God ? 

2. lerber it. be nut ama of great Infolence and Pre{ymp- 


tion 2gaint er Mj» ty, who harb fo bappilygiven Encourage- 
ment 65 oets bezinning of, & Reformation ? 


3. Wet ey ig b no dicoveife anak of Tnfolence and Pre{um- 
piion az dinfi rhe Lord Mayor andeQourt of Aldermen ? 
1. Set ver is Ge not (uch animpudent Oppofttion to the Re- 


format.on lately bezun, and new projecuted, as ought to be re- 
fented by 2k who wifh well thereunto ? 
§.  pebber tie p ;mibvting Oj {Ke han Infolence, Pre{umption, 
Ibominable Wickednelsy under the Circumftanees afore- 
{4idsde no: Like to provoke ome (peviat Fudement of God forse? 
_ 6,4) Lerher the permittingat\(o zroat an Occkfion of Diforder 
and wickedae|s, and fo plainly contrary to\thed.aws be not 4 great 
Bieai'b'to, and Diminusionof the ronnatwf the Citys fo fa- 
mous for good Governmene bt or her refpegt sy Ps . 
iV pether the Perjons whoLec the Ground.for (uch purpofes; 
; nororiOullysfempyen to ule (uch. Employments, be nos 


7. 
or to P: 
“a plat a em punifheble wich shofe wha cneit rhe Booch 

TBE af 3 > :0 yi 
 abole whe pretend rhe Queens Arahority' for thefe 
hy OLDE Gb tobe enygudre.t afsery, and duly punished of 
dilcovers ; c Oi job Ps ee) 5 i, 
9. Whrebher the Sn° rs ios noe en! Of: the le: Seace Plays, but 
oider, the bees aid of kosgersies, tebith arealt noe 
Der nd. bottsss Deut poncontrary 0 Law, and cannot. be 
dug! rized ogpier tp any ribente of the Lord; Acjery er Cour sof 
AL icrigtn, ori any Garter ofthe Kaingheraelf, orvany Aus 
boority leleabta Ak ohyPearliament; dbel-netrvell deferve toa 
Cinfderacion of als ebale worthy Benfons-whd, are milling te 
Rive their Afgt ance fort abs Promotion of the prejent Refor- 
41104 ’ ath 5 auth 
» Ane. These are.all QueFians cof werygreat: weight 
49d moment, bothiwith.c& pectco ube prefewt Reformae/omy ; 
andthe fevegal area: Peron chereinconcern’d; and theres 
fore we fhin'e preiame to Rive 4 Wethd our Thoughts 
Upon “em, without’ Special O' ers for To doing ; which 
if we receive that Harthy Qaei® that fet: em may ex- 
Pett-a particular “afies to CHentall next Satardy. 

Queft. 2. Whether spe ws LO make a borough’ Reformation 
ousht nor to bezin at rhe great Ones in Aut borpyy fince they 
are pleated to becin with the bittle ones, end wherbertrwey A 
be oP Fively exeminlary, Hf a seiagm and, fogpresian wee 
Pr upon fome Perjons’ of wauadede Mbt wotepii ijl inding ber 

Ueiries 


under te Covert-and-Vail of power att—th 


Name we hall conceal for bis Families -Repatation,) having 
decy'd 2 Gentlemins Wife away from bim, took « Lodging 
for ber and her Maid-fervant. Her Hasband finding out 


where fhe was, came and demanded his Wife, upon which 
the great Man orders fome perfons to Carry away the Gentleman 
by force, and kept bim feveral bours. At laff the Affair 
was fo contriv'd, that bis Wives Servant fwore Trealon a- 


gaint him, which “rwas thought wou‘d have taken aveny bis 
Life. Infhort, he’ was Imo ‘4, and upon Tryaé 
clear ad, yet bis WHe was kept from bim by 1 is Great Man, 
and no Fuftice done to the injur'd party: But bad it been 
my Cafe as it was the Gentlemans, it fhou’d not bave ends 


ed here, for wherever U bad met the Great Bubble, 2 fhou'd 
een have Squire Thyan'd his Honour : Your Thoughes on 
the whole ? 

Anjw. Twou'd have been a better way to have ap- 
peal'd to Heaven, and refign’d the Caufe to the Righteous 
Fudge, rather than to encroach upon his Prerogative 
without a Warrant: Bur fince our Thoughts are requi- 
red, we anfwer, duis, That we freely lift our felvesa- 
mongft that little party that have begua to ftem the great 
Torrent of Impjety. If the worft of men in anill Caule 
can be brave and. daring, why fhou‘d ihe Profelytes of Vertue 
be timerous and {neakine. We profeis our felves difciples 
of that great Man, who being ask'd by Heliogabulus how 
he durft be fo plain, Because he) I dare dye, —I 
can but dye if I ipeak the Truth, and I miust dye if I flatter. 
We have\upon fuchxa fuppofition taken Advice upop’t, 
and are aflur’d, that the Husband may bring his Action, 
and recover good Damages. Avid. befides, the Crime is 
punifhable by. Fine and Imprijenments and may be pro- 
fecuced by Indiétment by another Perfon: And we are 
allo, aflur’d, thae ifthe Gentleman will appear wich 
hjs. Evidence at the next Seflions, that it mav be known 
he hath tufficient Evidence to make good the Inditt- 
ment,theve will be care taken by as powerful (ti6 perhaps 
ur Friendsythat che lojur’d dhallhave.all she Adiule 
ance and Encouragement that the Law affords. “Tistalfly 
allede’a, That the Great ones berm not themjelves : Their 
Majelties: and their Officers, with many of the Nobility 
atid Gentry having enconrag’d)all.of us by: thei: Pzows 
Example. And thé forme few of the creat Ones do clan- 
defltinely act what .they are afhamd. of, yet there's 
enough that dare Jer ‘em know, they are Subyecly. to 
thofe Laws they weu'd pervert, and fuch as will, endea- 
vour to make ’em fenfible, thats Titles ef Honour are loftin 
little Adions, ' 
oQiclt. 2 4 Wantin, whe was a Foreigner, having taken A. Honfe 
imgyplice called Stretten-ground ia Weltminiter, was obferved by 
ver Neighbours to keep ber doors fhus alt day, bat that towara the Evenp 
ing ther. wes reconr fe to her by Perfons’ in “Couches, who feemed to be 
Of nomean Duality, which eccafioned fone [ufpicion thar tho per fons 
wet there u pont Jone fecret bufinef, as yletting Treason againft tbe 
Gevern men, KC, Whereupon, Information.being given at Court, two 
Meffleng ers pent te fear the houfe at the ufual time bf the Company*s 
comity thither and upon fearch they fownd ‘only a certain’ Lord wis 
£ Lady of a Nile Family, whe was Wife to anwther Lord. PT 
_ \ Qe tuaetirerben\ this Wickedne/s be mot greaily aggravated bythe Dias 
linges, 3 br fons, who ought whe Bremples. of Virtiie ? 

12. Whether Negleé of due Punithment_ of {uch Wickedne {5 in (uch 
per fons, be nota greater Offence and Provocation of the Fudim mts of 
Gad thon the Nation, thdn a negle & of Pusifbment of the like Wick- 


Milne Vin meaner per fons. 
2g Vdewber the Kaul: of fucha Negleé wend) not be greatly agrava- 
ted.by beiny committed now in the beginning of 0 hopeful a Reforgnation. 
‘4. Wether the due punifhment, theredf be mbt like od be well-plea 
ing 10 Almighty God, anda great Encourcgement to the promoten oj 


\ laid 


mF Reforriarion defived ? 


> a 


4. Wietkorthe grearer she Per[ons whe {hos d-appear to be concern 
r the punifoment of it, thegrearee Bemefit might pot thercuyen be ex- 
peil-dio the Nation ? 
"6. "How far tbe Chiyeh, and particularly the Bifbop of the: Diocef 
ECO corn dA in it 7? veal. 
% How far the sma. Noble Families related to the Lady and ber in- 


guced Lord are couceracdinit 2. ; : ; 
ainfe. T> the irl Qoells the Aniwer is clear and eafie, and 


toni be in'the AGirmmitive. ‘The true eng'of Nubility, or diltingvifh- 
MPIme Per fons above othert, G8 rewatding Virtue, that, fueh” Per- 
does who have done head fom aftions, being advanesd to: Hongundor, 
thie Koaion, others magi byrtaing ‘eatrin lege high a be 
neriwaded even out niercit CO wmatate ther Vartwes, Buti, 

ieee peritting in that Virtue which-did or fhot‘d have rai#d 


gracious Letter to the Fujtices of Middleicx, do yet i them. or their Anceftors, they only imake ule of their power to 
ie and-dttle mare vicions tharorbers, aad -give bid intterd of 


hing ¢ ils , abt hi than they. 
boings. As for Example, A certain Gat Erie NNN nse wll Soe fied, heya thown) hi sg Rae te 


tie Paper. ver in the bokler Chwomicles of after dges,and whilft Offen~ 
cites Of lefer Quality way ‘cape widha lath or two in Brid-well, ang 
their Faults aad they be dhortly bury*d together 5 thele greater Delin~ 


~ 


Pa) ; 


nents fhrall be tran{initted down to Pofterity in re sapeni 
their Crimes deferve, Pla ago met at the place named on any 

‘riminal defign as the ion fu - & 2 
Corde second, as the Chaality ot the Per farts trea hee 3 G cw 
fo {hou*s the Crimie eleape anpunifb'd, *twou'd oneen y beo y= ucl 
warie conlequence chan it thole concern*d had bin ° org Se 
rafter. Belides, the malicious World will fay, asd julily too, 
Fuhlice is mor fairly hoodwinkt. but makes a fhift to get oh ae ore 
perises concern‘d, and fpares ome more than another --- that a l is : it 
4 mock-Reformation, oF like thofe Cobweb- Laws which great Flizs 
break thorough, and that it‘s now plain all this noe isouly about 
diitls Sinners, while the Drunkard, the Swearer the Whore-mafter 
of Quvatisy may {till take what Liberty he himfelt pleaies. — , 

To the third, we reply in the Athrmative, and can €alily cue's 
what the Thoughts ot fome will be concerning it, namely, that tao ¢ 
envaced therein, tho they have fo great an Example, wete hardly 
in earceft, or at leaft chat they durft not prolecute what they had 
fo happily begun. 

T the } irth, if the Fa 


i 


‘% be plain, the Refolution is fo al- 
rid, the yult punifhment thereot mutt 
» alt, img as ac eptabl to G xd as 0O- 


fore De a bra nan 
irable among men. . 
We anfwer the fitth as the former --for this fo good an Example in 
s, wou'd in fome meafure cure the mifchief of one fo ill 
n by others. 
two laft we acknowledge too big for us to anfwer, may Re- 
n Fuftice and boxour direct thole concern‘d. 

Quett. 4. Whether an Informer is not as much a Rogue 
now for Informing againft thofe Vices that the Law now takes 
hold on, as he was for Informing againft the Difjenters for- 
merly, when they met tozether contrary to Law ? , 

Aniw, This is avery rude fort of Queftion, and carries 
a great deal of Malice and Ignorance in the very race ont 5 
and plainly fhows which fide the Querift wou'd take, if he 
was to be an Informer. But it may be confider'd, that 
words of a good or indifferent fignification, have been (at- 
terwards by fome abufe or evil appearing in the thing 
fienified ) vulearly uled in an evil fence, (See Vol. 3. 
Nwwnb.2. Queftions about the Calumny of the word Informer 5) 
and the like may be obferv'd of Profeffions and Employ- 
ments good and honourable in themieives , but often 
abufed, and this ia the Cafe of Information: What fhall 
we think of a Perfon who profecutes another upon a Cafe 
of Slander, Murther of a Friend or Parent ? Without doubt 
our Haters of Information wou'd not think it at all ican- 
dalous, tho’ here’s but a particular Member of a Body 
Politick concern’d ; much more is the Cafe enhanc’d, 
when the Fundamental Conftitution of the whole is endea- 
vour'd to be fupplanted ; for it alters not the Cafe as to 
the Action, whether a Republick talls by ignorance or 


malice, "tis down when fallen, and the advantages to its 
Enemies are the fame. Hence it is indi{putably evident, 
thar ‘tis an Indication of Ignorance or Rebellion, or both, 
to give fuch Informers as are inftrumental to the Happinefs 
of a Body Politick, the Epithets of Bafe, Little, Scanda- 


lous, or fuch like. A common Informer, in the Eye of the 
Law, is he who merely for Lucre or Malice doth profecute vexa- 
tious Inditfments, Informations and Aétions, upon Penal Sta- 
tutes, without regard tothe Service of the State and Govern- 
ment, and the Reformation of the Offenders. And of this 
fort were thofe who were moft aétive heretofore in In- 
forming againft Diffinters, °c. merely for Lucre, Malice, 
and Faction ; for the Diffenters Praétices were not Of- 
fences in their own Nature, but accidentally fuch, as con- 
cradictory to fome pofitive Laws of the Nation. Bust the 
Cale is now muchralter'd, and thofe who Inform for Sup- 
preffion ot fuch abominable wickednefles as are (uch, both 
in their own Nature,and in their Confequences,do no'more 
than what every Heathen State wou'd warrant for its own 
Prefervation.—— But alas! the Englifh Bravery and 
Vertue are come to 4 low Ebb, when its Members ftart {uch 
Objections as wou'd have it abjolutely drain'd ! Some through 
an ignorant, over-bufe Spirit (to give "em no worle 
Character) won'd introduce fuich Meafures as wou’d ren- 
them and their Pofterity miferable, if yet there were 
not lome publick, good, wife Men, that bave more pity 
for ‘em than they bave for themfelves. 

Quelt 4. A certain Perfon on Sunday daft in the Ser. 
mon time was drinking in an Aleboule where be din'd, for 
which he was forced to pay 3 Ss. 6d. Tet the Fuftice of 
Peace, who caujed the Man to pay the {aid money, was the 
fame day Tippling bimfelf in Sermon time. Now I wou'd 
fain know what treatment this faid Fuftice ought to meet 
with, and to whom may 4 Man fafely go to inform againf 
bim ; for without doubt no Fuftice will fine or condemn 4 
Fuftice, but rarber fend the Informer to Prifon, therefore what 
ought 10 be done in this cafe, that tbe Reformation may take 
it's free Courfe, for without doubt, if it is 4 notoriexs Crime 
in 4 mean Man, ‘tis{o ina Fuftice of Peace? To which for 


a parallel we may add another we have receiv‘d, tow 
A Fuitice of Peace bis Son was lately taken in 4 Tippling. 
houle, inthe time of Morning-Service, contrary to the syq> 
tuse in that Cafe mad: and provide ; Whether or no the Con. 
fiable thas fearch’d the Hon'2 fir Tiplers, and took bim, ang 
afterwards let him zo agen, becaule be was a Juttice s Son 

ougirs nut to be treated in open Court, like that Conftable you 
make meniion of in your Mercury, Aug. 4.1691. who refufed. 
to execuse a Warrant for rhe feiging of Fruit publickly expoleg 
to Sale on the Lord's-day ? ’ ; ) 

An{fw. In Aniwer to boththefe Queftions, we affirm 
Tis a Vulgar Error among Juttices (and now is the time 
that it will be made appear fo) concerning that Maxim, 
Par in parem non habet poteftatem ; That an Equa! has noe 
Power above his Equal, we grant to be a Truth, 
{peaking ftriétly, without confidering whether Cirexm. 
(tances or Exceptions may alter the Cate. But let fitch as 
only love a General Conftruttion of Things, contider, thatg 
Criminal is not Equal to an Innocent Perfon, much le(s with 
a Magiftrate ; and that by Breach of the Laws he may 
(though a Juftice of Peace, or a Magiftrate) become fyb. 
jeét not only to a Magiftrate of equal degree, but to an In. 
ferior Officer. A Parliament-man, & Fudge, nay, a Nobleman, 
may be fubjeét to Arrett by a petty Conftable, in fome 
Cafes. If we look into Stow’s Annals ot Henry the Fourth, 
we fhal] find the Lord Chief Juftice Gafcoyne fam'd for 
executing the Laws againft the Prince ; and read the 
Statute 4. Hen. 7. cap. 12. and you will find how carefug 
that King was to fee his Subjects have Right done: And 
what King left fuller Coffers to a Succeffor than he did? 
But to the Inftances in the Queftion: No other Juttices 
can refufe to att upon Information againft the firft Juftice, 
the other Juftices Son and the Conftable, if the Informa. 
tion appears to be truth ; which let thé Informer be well 
facisfy'd of by fuch fufficient Evidence as the Statutes jn 
thofe Cafes require. 

Queft. ¢. Whether the manner of Selling Offices is not tbe 
firuétive to the prozre{s of the prefent Reformation ? 

—_. The Law provides, * That 
none but Perfons worthy and meet shall 
be advanced to Offices, and not any for 
Money, Favour or Affection : And that 
great Minifters and Officers {elling Off- 
ces, fhall forfeit their Estate therein ; 
and that Purchajers: hall not botd o 
enjoy the Offices boiehr. And, Tf That 
noi any Minifter or Officer can be ad- 
mitted tothe execution of any publick Of - 
fice, withous taking an Oath to ferve 
therein faithfully, according to the Laws 
and Statutes of the Realm, 4s they tender 
the Honour, Comfort and Profperity of the 
Nation. And) * That all Laws are 
to be expounded, to advance the Remedy, 
and fupprefs the Mifchief ; and that the 
Statute, 13 Edw. 1. cap. 50. fully im- 
powers Tieir Mayjefties to make all Laws 
an(wer the true End. Now 
according to the aforefaid fecond Note of Reference, 
viz. T all Officers, or Minifters, taking Oath to ferve 
faithfully according to the Laws and Statutes, and yet 
at the fame time advance unmeet Perfons into Offices, for 
Money, Favour, or Affection, do at contrary to the Sta 
tutes, and their Oath too; which muft certainly bea 
very great Evil, becaufe by fo doing, Places of Truft 
and the Management of the great Concerns of the Nation 
are corrupted ; and if fo, no wonder that the prefent Re 
formation may meet with many Obftruétions ; but we 
hope none infuperable to the great Care, Piety and Exa 
amples of thofe many worthy Perfons who are concern’d 
init, and who ( we doubt not ) have laid down this 
Maxim, That before a Nation can be Happy, all concert’ 
in the Management of its Happine(s muft firft begin the Ree 
gulation themfelves, both a3 to Ecclefiaftich and Cuil Ge 


—- @bertifements. 


F THe 12 Numbers that compleat the Secomd Velume of tht 
Athenian Mereury, are now publifh‘d, witha Prelace aud 

Index to it. — ; . 
Early Religion, or a Diltourle of the put y and Intereft of Youth. 


By Timothy Rogers, M. A. 
The Life and Death of Mr. Zohn Elio:, who was the Firft Preach= 
ot the Gofpel to the Heathens in america ,» Written by Corson Adarher 
Allthree Printed for Fobx Dunton, ot whom are to be had the 


Mercuries publifhed trom time to time. 
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